
Grades 4-6: Instrumental Music Curriculum

Unit: Interpretation Skills
Time: Throughout the school year Standards:

1.3C.12nov.Pr4b: Demonstrate, using music
reading skills (where appropriate) how
knowledge of formal aspects in musical works
inform prepared or improvised performances.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6a: Demonstrate attention to
technical accuracy and expressive qualities in
prepared and improvised performances of a
varied repertoire of music.
1.3C.12nov.Pr6b: Demonstrate an awareness of
the context of the music through prepared and
improvised performances
1.3C.12nov.Re7b: Identify how knowledge of
context and the use of repetition, similarities
and contrasts inform the response to music.
1.3C.12nov.Re8a: Identify interpretations of the
expressive intent and meaning of musical
works, referring to the elements of music,
contexts and the setting of the text (when
appropriate).
1.3C.12nov.Re9a: Identify and describe the effect
of interest, experience, analysis, and context on
the evaluation of music.
1.3C.12nov.Cn10a: Demonstrate understanding of
relationships between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Essential Questions
●What does interpretation mean?
●How might the addition of dynamics,

articulation suggestions, and tempo markings
enhance a piece of music?

● Is there more than one correct interpretation
of a piece of music?

●What is balance?
●How do I use appropriate phrasing and balance

in the performance of a piece and how will it
improve the overall sound of the piece?

●How do I decipher and respond to the cues of a
conductor?

Enduring Understandings
● I can respond to a conductor’s cues to

incorporate phrasing, dynamics, and
other interpretive elements in my
performance of a piece of music.

● I can play my individual part at an
appropriate dynamic level to
contribute to the overall balance of
sound of the entire ensemble.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
➢ SWBAT demonstrate the ability to control personal playing volume by utilizing practice tips

provided by instructional book & instructor 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b
➢ SWBAT demonstrate understanding of the concept of balance by playing the melody and

harmony sections of select songs 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b
➢ SWBAT recognize and define dynamic, phrasing, and articulation markings in a piece of music,

and demonstrate understanding by playing the piece. 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b

Other Assessments
✔ View video recordings of all

concert performances to
determine if interpretive
elements are evident in the
performance.

Materials
● Interpretation “visuals” in the form of

posters are posted in classroom for
student reference.
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➢ SWBAT recognize and respond to a conductor’s cues to incorporate dynamics, phrasing, and
the interpretive elements of fermata, ritardando, accents, staccato and legato in various
performances and in practice 1.3C.12nov.Pr4b, 1.3C.12nov.Pr4c

● Standard of Excellence Book 1
● Knowlton Elementary School

Instrumental Music Library

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Practice the basic skills of playing, resting, and cutting off in response to a conductor’s cues.
● Perform scale exercises and familiar songs at different dynamic levels and at different tempos.
● Perform crescendos and decrescendos in response to a conductor’s cues.
● Perform a piece that utilizes breath marks (apostrophes) to develop an awareness of and to

practice phrasing.
● Listen to and follow the score of musical examples which demonstrate an appropriate balance

of melody and harmony.  Visually and aurally identify any interpretive elements in the piece as
you listen.

● Listen to all instrumental parts represented in your large group rehearsal and determine which
parts should have prominence at any given point.  Play your own part at the appropriate
dynamic level to allow for appropriate balance of the whole ensemble.

● Expand vocabulary of interpretive elements by practicing fermata, ritardando, accents,
staccato, legato, and the like, as they appear in concert repertoire.

REINFORCEMENT
● Model different types of

dynamics and interpretive
elements and have students try
it.

● Volunteers demonstrate
different types of dynamics and
interpretive elements for the
class.

ENRICHMENT
● Choose student conductor(s) to

lead the group in practicing
different levels of dynamics and
other interpretive elements.

Suggested Websites
● A great short video explaining how dynamics can turn a piece from boring to

exciting!:
study.com/academy/lesson/dynamics-in-music-piano-forte-and-why-they-are-i
mportant.html

Suggested Materials
● Many recordings of concert arrangements can be

found at jwpepper.com.  These professional
demonstrations can assist students in recognizing
interpretive elements and incorporating them into
their performances.
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● A general lesson on dynamics and other types of interpretations:
courses.lumenlearning.com/musicappreciation_with_theory/chapter/dynami
cs-and-dynamics-changes/

Cross-Curricular Connections
CR/LL/KS:
9.4.5.CI.1: Use appropriate communication technologies to collaborate with individuals with diverse perspectives about a local and/or global climate
change issue and deliberate about possible solutions
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a).
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group goal.
Notate your own interpretive markings in a piece of music and play it.  Compare your interpretation with that of another student.  Discuss and
accept differences in the varying interpretations.
Technology:  Sound level meter or (SPL) app from Google Play – shows decibel values by measuring sound.  This is a good tool for students who
want to practice the necessary skill of controlling their playing volume. Any tuning app would work to help students achieve balance and sound as a
whole.
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